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POTENTIAL 4—H MEMBERSHIP 


| By Helen R, White 

Two major trends in the population of the United States are affecting po- 
_ tential membership in 4-H Clubs, One trend is the shift from a predominantly 
rural—farm population to a predominantly urban population, In 1790, 95 per— 
| cent of our population lived in rural areas (both farm and nonfarm); in 1950, 
the comparable figure was 41 percent, Jn 1910, the earliest date for which 
we have an estimate of the farm population, 55 percent of our population lived 
aS farms; in 1950, only 16 percent of our population lived on farms, Further-— 
more, Vor is likely that this long-time decrease in the farm population will 
continue despite a probably increasing total population, Leet that the farm 
population may constitute only about 15 percent of the total in 1960, 
: The second trend is the rise in the birth rate, which began somewhat 
mildly with small but rather consistent increases between 1956 and 19423 reached 
a decided peak in the latter part of 1942, just about 10 months after Pearl 
Harbor; and receded only to rise to higher peaks in the postwar period, 
~ Slightly more than 3 million persons, born during that first peak in the birth 
| rate in 1942-43, will reach their tenth birthdays in the next le months and 
; Will become eligible for membership in 4-H Clubs. Beginning in 1956-57 and 
continuing through 1959-60 (population projections are not available for dates 
after July 1, 1960) between 3-1/2 to 4 million boys and girls will reach their 
tenth birthdays during each 12-month period, 

Figure 1 shows the number of children 10 years of age at the time of the 
Censuses of 1920, 1950, 1940, and 1950 and projections for July 1 of 


each year, 1952 to 1960, For 1920 to 1950, the approximate distribution 


j 
¢ 


‘the total age groups from which 4-H membership is drawn, As the popu- 


Two more points might be mentioned, First, there were about & million 
Lub members in 1950, If all or most of these members lived in rural- 
mn were eligible but were not members, In addition, 21 million persons 


Second, it is likely that many young persons now in the rural—farm pop- 


on will become part of the rural-nonfarm or urban population at some 


1—rounded program for the 4~H Clubs should include projects that will 


ct this group and also prepare them for rural—nonfarm or urban living. 
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